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Even though Israel is truly the oldest of “old world” wine production regions, the
area has only taken off in popularity in the past twenty years. Previously, Israel
wines were assumed to be predominately boiled wines for religious ceremonial use.
Another strong assumption has been that Israel’s wines are kosher. Though the
wines meet most requirements to be labeled kosher with regards to natural
winemaking processes and organic grapes, only about 30% of Israel’s wines also
require Sabbath-observing Jews to handle the grapes from crushing to bottling in
order to earn the true Kosher designation. 
 
Israel’s historic regional turmoil is also represented within the wines. In 2015, the
EU ruled that wines produced in Israel could not be labeled as such and were to be
labeled by the specific region of production and identifying the region as an “Israeli
settlement”. For example, “produced in Judean Hills, an Israeli settlement”.

Overview

Israel is commonly associated with the Middle East, but
the climate is much more aligned to the Mediterranean.
Within the region of Upper Galilee, the coast is decorated
with lush hills, fertile plains and mountainous forest.
There is a large selection of soil types with volcanic soil,
clay, and chalk. The region is second largest across Israel
and is best known for French-style blends such as
Grenache, Syrah/Shiraz, and Mourvedre.

Located between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, Judean 
Hills is described to be comparable in views and
landscape to Napa or Sonoma. The area is 
attributed as the oldest winemaking region – more 
than 5,000 years old. The region is also approachable 
to tourists with most signs in both Hebrew and 
English. The region produces classic wines and
blends, predominately Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot,
Sauvignon Blanc, and Chardonnay.

Golan Heights provides unique characteristics to
Israel’s wine production. Geographically, the area
overlooks the Sea of Galilee and Mount Hermon
while possessing high elevation, volcanic soil, and
black basalt stone. Agriculture in the region is not
limited to wine grapes, Golan is known for
production of apples and cherries, as well. Balkan
Wine Cellars is the largest Israeli winery located east
of Tel Aviv, but producing wines from grapes grown
throughout Israel. The grapes grown in this region
are consistent with Judean Hills: traditional, noble
grapes.
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Shiraz
Look: Dirty purple color,
full-bodied, 14.1% ABV.
Smell: Spice, pepper,
cloves, bright fruits.
Taste: Strong fruits,
chocolate, cedar, high
acidity, smooth tannins.

Shiraz, Cab, Merlot
Look: Full-bodied, dark
ruby color, 14% ABV.
Smell: Cherry,
blackberry, plum, mild
oak.
Taste: Fruit-forward,
vanilla, spice, dark
berries.

2018
Teperberg
Impression

Merlot
Judean Hills
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Merlot
Look: Vividly colored
red, medium-bodied,
13.9% ABV.
Smell: Young fruit, mild
French oak.
Taste: Cherry,
strawberry, well-
balanced, soft finish.

2018
Psagot Sinai

 
 
 
 
 
 

$23

2018
Or Haganuz

Blanc
Amuka
Series
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2018
Barkan
Classic

Cabernet
Sauvignon
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Sauv Blanc/Chardonnay
Look: Medium-bodied,
light golden color, 12.5%
ABV.
Smell: Grapefruit and
jasmine.
Taste: Yellow cherry,
grapefruit, and bitter
almond with an orange
blossom finish.

Cabernet Sauvignon
Look: Deep purplish-
ruby color, full-bodied,
13% ABV.
Smell: Dark berries, mild
oak, spice.
Taste: Blackberry, baking
spice, soft tannins,
focused acidity.

Judean Hills
2018

Teperberg
Impression
Chardonnay
Judean Hills
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Chardonnay
Look: Clear straw color,
full-bodied, 12.8% ABV.
Smell: Wood, vanilla,
walnut, citrus.
Taste: Intense citrus,
powerful finish, mild
oak.
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